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250 HSC Students Discuss Worldwide Corruption
Addressing the problem of corruption requires more than its criminalisation and prosecution. Along
with our ongoing preventive anti-corruption campaign, the ICAC has embarked on a worldwide
premiere Model States Parties Anti-Corruption Conference in collaboration with the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). This event mobilised some 80 secondary schools and over 250
participants from 15 to 17 March 2016 at the BPML Conference Hall, Ebène. The main aim was to
provide an opportunity for the youth to share their views, concerns and proposals regarding the
national as well as global anti-corruption strategies. “The conference was of high relevance to high
school students as corruption is listed as a theme for the University of Cambridge General Paper
examinations”, stated Mr K. Goburdhun, Ag. Director-General of the ICAC, in his opening address.
According to him, the model conference should be given high visibility on ICAC’s and UNODC’s
newsletters and websites with emphasis on youth engagement in the national fight against corruption.
The conference, which took the form of an inter-school competition…
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The UNODC on the SIDS Anti-Corruption Research Centre
Mrs. Claudia Sayago, Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Officer at the Corruption and Economic
Branch, UNODC (left in picture) and Prof. Thomas Rice, professor at the Washington & Lee University
(right in picture) were among the resource persons assisting ICAC in the Model State Parties Meeting
on Anti-Corruption. They were also involved in high-level discussions with ICAC officers on the Small
Island Developing States Research Centre which was implemented by the State Parties Meeting in St
Petersburg in 2015. Claudia Sayago: “Last year in St Petersburg, there was a conference of State Parties
regrouping all the states that have ratified the United Nations Convention Against Corruption. As part
of that conference, a number of resolutions were produced. One of these resolutions was specifically
on the Small Island Developing States, namely on anti-corruption reforms and strategies. Mauritius
played a leading role in promoting that resolution. Initially, there was a conference here in Mauritius
in 2015 from which practitioners and anti-corruption officers made a number of recommendations in
terms of priorities for anti-corruption reforms…”
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Forthcoming Prevention & Education Activities
Anti-corruption education and corruption prevention are never enough. They need to be sustained
with increasing efforts to address the emerging challenges and evolving socio-economic and cultural
environment. Our focus in the coming months will be on the artistic dimension as viewed by the youth
and on integrity as a core principle/value in the fight against corruption in the public sector. The
activities comprise an award ceremony for the Anti-Corruption Short Film Competition, the
organisation of an On-the-Spot Drawing and Painting Competition and the launching of two anticorruption resources namely a Public Sector Integrity Management Toolkit and a Best Practice Guide
on Enhancing Integrity in the Administration of State Secondary Schools.
An award ceremony for the Anti-Corruption Short Film Competition on the theme ‘Fighting corruption
is everybody’s social responsibility’ will be held on 20 May 2016 at ICAC Headquarters, Moka. The
competition has attracted 58 entries - 9 from the ‘Professional’ category and 49 from the ‘Amateur’
category. To encourage a level playing-field in terms of video production, ICAC held a workshop on
basic film-making techniques on March 10, 2016…
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Message
from Kaushik Goburdhun,
Ag Director General

From the beginning of 2016, the Independent Commission
Against Corruption (ICAC), has spared no efforts in
engaging with the public, and especially the youth, in the
fight against corruption. It is hoped that the value based
CD-ROM, entitled “Be an Anti-Corruption Star”, which was
launched in February this year, will be used widely and
regularly by primary schools, not only as a vibrant
pedagogical tool, but also as a means to inculcate values
like honesty and integrity, as well as concepts such as
accountability and fairness, from an early age.

The Model State Parties Conference, organised by ICAC, in
collaboration with the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crimes (UNODC), was also an opportunity for secondary
school students to reflect on the challenges posed by
corruption, and discuss how different countries have tried to
overcome these challenges, based on their own social
norms and economic constraints. The students also worked
on and proposed a resolution entitled:”Promotion of the
contribution of young people in preventing corruption and
fostering a culture of respect and integrity.” The said
resolution will be submitted, as a Conference Room Paper,
at a United Nations meeting to be held in Vienna, later in
June 2016.
At tertiary level, ”Anti-corruption Law” is a half-module that
has been taught at the University for some years now. In
the coming weeks, the ICAC will innovate again, by
launching films conceptualized by the public to vehicle anticorruption messages.
Inculcating a culture of integrity is perhaps the toughest
battle that Mauritius faces in an era where there is an
erosion of values. Despite all our efforts, it is quite chilling
to come across some young people who admit that that if
they have to use corruption to get a job, for instance, they
would do so to secure a better future, rather than remain
“poor”. The perception of “bizin ena contact” is so well
anchored, that the concepts of “hard work, equal
opportunity, patience and perseverance” take a back seat,
in the face of economic realities. Ironically, there have been
a lot of complaints relating to management issues within
tertiary education institutions, where there are high
expectations that these institutions should inculcate values
and principles to students who will soon join the job market.
The Corruption Prevention Reviews conducted within
tertiary and training institutions have recommended
measures relating to (i) proper human resource
management, (ii) procurement procedures and (iii)
accountability and transparency in sponsorship of staff for
training.
The Transparency International Index on the perception of
corruption, serves as a strong reminder that if we fail to
inculcate a culture of integrity, we will not succeed in
creating an environment where the perception of corruption
is low. Nurturing integrity, requires not only public officers
but also members of the National Assembly to be subject to
a Code of Conduct. With the assistance of Commonwealth
Secretariat and the UNODC, the ICAC has been working on
a draft Code of Conduct for members of the National
Assembly that sets out a clear regulatory mechanism for
tackling issues of conflict of interests, declaration of assets,

2016: The year so far*
receiving of gifts and use of discretionary powers. It is
expected that the said Code will be finalised in May.
The efforts to prevent corruption and educate the public
will, however, be futile if there are no parallel efforts to
review the offence-creating sections under the Prevention of
Corruption Act. The legislation has barely undergone
significant changes since 2002. Proposals to amend the
legislation dating back to 2013 aim at (i) providing more
certainty in the application of a few sections of the Act (ii)
englobing more of private sector corruption offences, and
(iii) curing anomalies which, at present make offences like
aiding and abetting a corruption offence, or even
victimisation of potential witness, fall outside the
investigative mandate of the Commission.
The holding of public hearings has also been envisaged. The
assistance of Australian authorities and the UNODC has
been sought to determine whether these hearings could
actually fit in the context of an investigation. It should be
noted that an investigation has as its prime aim the
collecting of evidence that would eventually be submitted to
the Director of Public Prosecutions, for the latter’s
independent assessment as to the need for prosecution. If
indeed public hearings are to be held, the parameters for
holding same should be carefully looked into before
proposing any regulation setting out the rules for the
conduct for such hearings.
Indeed, if we do not reinforce our legislative anti-corruption
arsenal in a near future, and if we fail to update our
legislation on a regular basis, we face the risk of falling
behind certain countries on the African continent in the fight
against corruption. From a small island developing state
perspective, Mauritius has pioneered a resolution, entitled
“Strengthening the Implementation of the United Nations
Convention Against Corruption in small island developing
states” at the level of the United Nations. The said
resolution encourages State Parties to support the setting
up of a dedicated platform for anti-corruption reforms in
Small Island States. This platform would be developed and
maintained by Mauritius, for the purpose of research and
sharing of best practices.
In that context, following discussions between ICAC and
Washington-Lee University, the said University has agreed
to fully sponsor on a 10 weeks basis, a representative of its
institution to travel and work at the ICAC, for the purpose of
researching and publishing a work in the field of anticorruption efforts in Small Island Developing States. The
said research work will be disseminated to selected
concerned Small Island Developing States, and it is
expected that the UNODC will also support this initiative
which, hopefully, will take place on an annual basis.
The number of complaints received at ICAC have been on
the rise and this translates a feeling that the public at large
feels it important to report a corruptive, if not a wrongful
practice, in the hope that ICAC will investigate, should same
fall within its investigative mandate. The fight against
corruption is a fight of one and all. The amendments
proposed will not be a panacea to eliminate corruption, but
will go a long way towards enabling the ICAC to give a more
valued and effective service within its statutory mandate.
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*Statistics from Tables 1-3 below are for the first quarter of each year, i.e. from January to end of March
PERSONS CONVICTED AS AT 31st MARCH 2016:

199

Table 1: Key Performance Indicators
KPI

2014

2015

2016

Complaints Received

325

402

431

Cases Sent To DPP1 - (Prosecution Recommended)

13

12

16

Convictions2

7

3

11

1.
2.

Cases sent to the DPP should not be read as a direct result of the no. of complaints received for the same period.
Depending on the nature and complexity of each investigation, completed cases sent to the DPP overlap with complaints
received during previous years.
As stated above, convictions are not in direct correlation with number of complaints received and Cases sent to DPP for the
same period.

Table 2: Value of Property Attached by ICAC
KPI

2014

2015

2016

Cash

Nil

Nil

16,500,000

Immovable Properties

Nil

Nil

2,000,0005

Movable Properties

Nil

Nil

Nil

Table 3: Value of Assets referred to the Asset Recovery Office

3.
4.
5.

KPI

2014

2015

2016

Cash3

Nil

Nil

11,500,000

Immovable Properties4

Nil

Nil

10,413,5005

Movable Properties

Nil

Nil

Nil

The sum of Rs 11,500,000 attached is the total sum found in the bank accounts of accused parties, as well as investments
effected with a Financial Institution.
The immovable properties are mainly plots of land and buildings which have been acquired through illegal means, such as
drug trafficking, embezzlement, swindling etc.
Figures differ because Attachment Orders are short-term orders (60 days), while assets referred to the Asset Recovery
Office are long-term, usually at the end of an investigation spanning several months prior to this quarter.

Table 4: Status of cases as at 31st March 2016
Details

Number

No. Of Cases At The Intermediate Court

149 (226 persons)

Appeal Cases At The Supreme Court

By Accused (15) and by DPP (3)
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Model State Parties Meeting on Anti-Corruption 2016

250 HSC students discuss worldwide corruption
Addressing the problem of corruption requires
more than its criminalisation and prosecution.
Along with our ongoing preventive anticorruption campaign, the ICAC has embarked on
a worldwide premiere Model States Parties AntiCorruption Conference in collaboration with the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC). This event mobilised some 80
secondary schools and over 250 participants
from 15 to 17 March 2016 at the BPML
Conference Hall, Ebène. The main aim was to
provide an opportunity for the youth to share
their views, concerns and proposals regarding
the national as well as global anti-corruption
strategies.
In his opening address, Mr. Kaushik Goburdhun, acting
director general of ICAC stated“The conference was of high

relevance to high school students as corruption is listed as
a theme for the University of Cambridge General Paper
examinations”. He also said that this model conference

should be given high visibility on ICAC’s and UNODC’s
newsletters and websites with emphasis on youth
engagement in the national fight against corruption. The
conference, which took the form of an inter-school
competition, was in fact modelled on the United Nations
Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC) States Parties
Conference which assesses implementation and measures
found in the Convention. 178 countries, including Mauritius,
are party to the UNCAC. Indeed, the UNODC team
partnered in the organisation of the conference and the
“It was with much anticipation that I participated in the
competition. Delivering a speech of 8 minutes in front of an
audience of about 100 people is definitely not a child's play for a
16 year old teenager but I had challenged myself towards
achieving this goal. On the awaited day, I went on stage with
sweaty palms. Though I was full of adrenalin rush, I had a
serene composure. After my speech, under the gaze of very
eminent judges, I was subjected to very challenging questions,
concerning Singapore. I was ready for anything back then.
Throughout my daily research, I had developed a sense of
belonging for Singapore and I had to fight for the good image
of my country in front of other delegates. I gave the best of
myself, approaching each question with good judgment and
maturity of thoughts. Surely, winning the competition was not
an easy task, especially with highly qualified people analyzing
your work. My key towards this success? Self-confidence,
perseverance and determination. For me, it was a golden
opportunity and, by the end of the competition, I saw the
change in myself. The competition helped me acquire a more
firm character, sharpen my critical and creative thinking as well
as develop a more charismatic personality.
I would like to thank Miss Banee,
without whom I wouldn't have
achieved this success and all the ICAC
officers for having provided such a
distinguished platform for youngsters
to express themselves. Keep up the
good work!”
Ameera Najla Manjoo,
Queen Elizabeth College
Best speaker

various side- events to ensure that the event reflects how
State Parties meetings actually take place.

‘Unique, challenging, enriching’. These three words

summarise the feelings of Miss A. N. Manjoo and Miss S.
Kundasawmy from the Queen Elizabeth College (QEC) who
won the best delegation and best speaker awards at the
Model States Parties Anti-Corruption Conference. To recall,
participants for the conference had to work hard on their
country papers since they were required, in the first
instance, to make an analysis of the anti-corruption
framework and the measures taken in their allocated
countries as well as submit a write-up of around 1,500 to
3,000 words. The best write-ups from 45 teams were then
retained for the final and the delegates were invited to
make presentations during the conference.
Moreover, it is noteworthy that ICAC invited the best 2
teams from the island of Rodrigues (namely from Rodrigues
College and Le Chou College) to participate in the finals
along with their Mauritian counterparts. The presentations
were assessed by high caliber professionals, namely Mr.
Jugdish Joypaul and Mr. Gilbert Ahnee, media consultants,
Sir Victor Glover, former Chief Justice (as Chairperson) and
Mrs. Claudia Sayago from the UNODC. With a view to
improving and enhancing the knowledge of participants in
fight against corruption, six-side events were conducted
concurrently by high profile resource persons namely, Mrs.
Maria Adomeit, Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
Officer at the Corruption and Economic Branch of the
UNODC, Professor Thomas H. Speedy Rice from
Washington and Lee University, Professor Jamil D. Mujuzi
from University of the Western Cape and Chief Inspector
Rajeshwar Moosoohur and Caporal Rajcoomar Purryag from
Interpol Office, Mauritius. Participants were given an insight
into anti-corruption legislations, the main provisions of
UNCAC, the functioning of the UNODC, the role of Interpol
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RESULTS
Delegation of Singapore

The ‘Best Delegation’
The ‘Best Speaker’

Miss Ameera Najlaah Manjoo

Queen Elizabeth College
Queen Elizabeth College

The ‘1st Runner-Up’
The ‘2nd Runner-Up’

Delegation of Costa Rica
Delegation of Philippines

Piton State College
MGSS Flacq

in fighting transnational crimes and the process of drafting
conference resolutions.
One of the major outcomes of this Model Conference was
the adoption of a “Mauritius Resolution” entitled ‘The

promotion of the contribution of young people in preventing
corruption and fostering a culture of respect and integrity’.
This process was facilitated by experts from the UNODC.
The resolutions as well as the best write-ups will now be
compiled in a CD and distributed to all secondary schools in
the Republic of Mauritius.

Judging from feedback received from participants and
school facilitators, the 3-day conference has proved to be a
successful event not only in terms of the number of
registered participants, the quality of interventions of the
various speakers, the momentum generated at the level of
secondary schools but also by the level of discussions
during the side-events. According to the UNODC experts,
given the success of the conference, such model could be
promoted as an original and meaningful activity and
replicated in other parts of the world.

Maria Adomeit, Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Officer at the Corruption and Economic Branch, UNODC

“We have a lot to learn from the youth”
The ICAC proposed the idea
of a Model State Parties
Meeting to the UNODC,
following which you came to
Mauritius to assist us. How
did you find the event?
Definitely, it was very well
prepared. The venue was nice, it
was well organised and the
children put in much effort. You could see from their
presentations that they really dug deep to come up with the
papers they did. Everything worked out really well and it was
really pleasant to be here.
So where do we go from here? What is the future of this
pilot project in Mauritius and, hopefully, elsewhere?
We will definitely look into organising something similar in other
countries and maybe during the State Parties Meeting, the real
United Nations meeting, we will look into organising something

for the youth. The students here were definitely keen on having
this kind of event in the future and they say it was very useful
to their understanding of the fight against corruption. We will
definitely propose that Mauritius organises this event again, but
we will also promote this idea in the context of our educational
work elsewhere in the world.
Aside from the main conference, there were also side
events, during which the youth drafted a resolution.
What would be your message to these young students?
Well first of all they did a great job. They had a lot of good
ideas on how to include the youth in the fight against
corruption. They also had a lot of messages to different
stakeholders: the UN, states, media, societies, schools and even
for their parents. Most importantly, they made a commitment
there to value these principles and try to educate others and
encourage them to join in this fight. They are the future and we
have a lot to learn from them.
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Model State Parties Meeting on Anti-Corruption 2016

Rodrigues delegations sponsored by ICAC

aa

This Model States Parties Anti-corruption
conference was a first-of-its kind organised by
the ICAC for high school students, mobilising
representatives of over 80 secondary schools
over a 3-day period. It was the first time that
students from the island of Rodrigues had
been invited to participate in the finals of a
competition along with their Mauritian
counterparts.
In this context, a high level delegation from the ICAC
headed by Mr Kaushik Goburdhun, Acting DirectorGeneral of the ICAC, was in Rodrigues in February 2016
to identify the best teams that would represent the
island in the grand final of the Conference. Four colleges
running HSC classes, namely Le Chou Secondary School,
Maréchal Secondary School, Mont Lubin Secondary
School and Rodrigues Secondary School, participated in
the inter-college competition which was held at Leisure
Centre, Mont Plaisir, Rodrigues.

ICAC Ag Director General, Kaushik Goburdhun, and ICAC board members
Mr. N. Peerun and Ms. S. Jhungeer, along with delegations from Le Chou
College and Rodrigues College, accompanied by their facilitator.

“Participating in the Model State Parties Anti-Corruption
Conference was indeed a very enriching experience. We
were able to learn how to analyse issues related to
corruption in the country we were assigned, that is,
Albania and come up with the possible solutions. It was a
real challenge to condense our ideas and to come up
with an oral presentation on the issue. Moreover, being
in front of an audience and delivering our speech was a
frightening but exciting experience that we would always
remember. Thanks to the ICAC, we had the opportunity
to come to Mauritius, to meet brilliant youngsters, to
broaden our general knowledge and to gain confidence
in ourselves.”
Rowan Felicite and Jonathan Rose
Rodrigues College

Prior to the half-day conference, empowerment sessions
were held with all participants and school facilitators.
Each team leader was invited to make a presentation of
8 minutes on the country allocated through drawing of
lots. Participants made their presentations and were
subjected to questions by the Jury Panel. Rodrigues
College representing Albania and Le Chou College
representing India emerged as the 2 best teams and
were invited to represent Rodrigues in the grand final of
the Model State Parties Anti-Corruption Conference in
Mauritius.
The delegation also seized this opportunity to hold a
series of empowerment sessions and consultations with
key stakeholders in Rodrigues, namely the Rodrigues
Regional Assembly, the Police Force, Heads and senior
officers of various commissions, and staff and trainees of
the Mauritius Institute of Training and Development. The
views and suggestions expressed by our stakeholders
will be taken on board in devising anti-corruption
activities for Rodrigues.
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UNODC on the SIDS Centre:
Prof. Thomas Rice & Claudia Sayago
on the importance & future of the Small
Island Developing States Research
Centre.
Mrs. Claudia Sayago, Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice Officer at the Corruption and
Economic Branch, UNODC (left in picture) and
Prof. Thomas Rice, professor at the Washington &
Lee University (right in picture) were among the
resource persons assisting ICAC in the Model State
Parties Meeting on Anti-Corruption. They were also
involved in high-level discussions with ICAC officers
on how a Small Island Developing States Research
Centre could be made operational in Mauritius.
During your opening speech at the Model State
Parties conference you mentioned the SIDS
resolution. Can you tell us a bit more about it?
Claudia Sayago: Last year in St Petersburg, there was a
conference of State Parties regrouping all the states that
have ratified the United Nations Convention Against
Corruption. As part of that conference, a number of
resolutions were produced. One of these resolutions was
specifically on the Small Island Developing States, namely
on anti-corruption reforms and strategies. Mauritius played
a leading role in promoting that resolution. Initially, there
was a conference here in Mauritius in 2015 from which
practitioners and anti-corruption officers made a number of
recommendations in terms of priorities for anti-corruption
reforms. As the result of discussions, Mauritius tabled a
resolution for the small islands that was finally adopted
during the State Parties Conference.
What kind of reforms exactly are we talking about
here?
Claudia Sayago: For example, to give priority to capacity
building in terms of investigations and the independence of
the judiciary. There is also also a need to increase
transparency and accountability in the procurement process,
undertake strategies for anti-corruption measures and to
ensure that these are effective in the small islands, taking
into account the inherent characteristics of SIDS.
Prof. Rice, you are a Professor in law at the
Washington and Lee University and lecture to
students from the US, Ukraine etc. What brought you
to this event destined to secondary level students in
Mauritius?
Prof. Thomas Rice: I had an invitation from the UNODC
about this event asking if I could participate in this Model
State Parties conference, lecture a couple of side events and
also engage in a conversation with ICAC on its Small Island
Developing States research centre.
How important is it to the United Nations that SIDS
come together in this fashion through a Research
and Resource Sharing Centre?

and compare things that work. It is very important to us
that anti-corruption strategies and policies are effective and
that you implement them acknowledging the context and
reality of each small island. There are similarities but there
are also differences in each country based on historical and
social backdrops. Obviously, every country is different and
you will need to decide which strategies and policies are
best for each country.
The Research Centre for Small Island Developing
States represents a unique potential for Small Island
States, although we are still at the early steps. What
should be our expectations from such a centre?
Prof. Thomas Rice: I believe you should have very high
expectations from such a centre, because in so many ways
collective knowledge is much better. So if Mauritius is trying
to solve all of its problems and dealing with corruption
issues, then you have a big battle in front of you. However,
if Mauritius, through ICAC, encourages other Small Island
Developing States into collectively having a way to research,
study and share issues, then you allow for the best issues to
be brought to the forefront of discussion and you allow to
learn from other islands’ mistakes so you do not go into the
same direction. An effective and well-functioning Research
Centre for Small Island Developing States can be of a great
benefit for small islands facing the same issues but in
different ways because of their size, economy or geography.
Small islands are resource dependent and they need to
have a way to multiply the effect of their resource. A
research centre using modern video conferencing technique
is a force multiplier for every island.
From what you saw in Mauritius, how do you rate
our chances of meeting the challenges of setting up
a functioning research centre of this sort?
Prof. Thomas Rice: I have seen here that you have the
physical resources; you have the bandwidth, the
technology, the people working here who have
demonstrated a high knowledge and skill level of the
technology. The question really is whether there is the long
term will to go ahead with the research centre, because it is
going to be a growth project. Often there is energy to start
something and it appears to me through the conversations
that I have had that you have the stamina and the desire to
build the stamina to keep it sustainable and to develop it
fully. So I am really confident about it going forward.

Claudia Sayago: Certainly it is very important because it
can represent a great opportunity to learn from each other
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Nurturing a culture of integrity among the young generation

“Be an Anti-Corruption Star”

Students from the Dr. Maurice Curé SSS
Integrity Club staged the edutainment during the launch of the CD

Children represent about 25 % of our population and
100% of our future. They need guidance about social
norms and moral values. These principles and values
help them to develop the life skills necessary for
responsible living. Accordingly, an interactive, childfriendly and value-based CD entitled “Be an anticorruption star” has been developed by the ICAC.
The development and use of this CD are expected to go
a long way to further two of the four learning pillars,
namely learning to live together and learning to be, as
advocated by UNESCO’s International Commission for
the 21st Century, in its “Report Learning: The Treasure
Within”. “Learning to live together” implies the
development of qualities such as empathy and
cooperative social behavior as well as respect of other
people amongst others whereas “learning to be” involves
cultivating qualities of acquiring universally shared
human values, exercising independent judgment and
developing personal commitment and responsibility.
In his address at the official launching of the CD, on
Tuesday 23 February 2016, Mr K. Goburdhun, the Acting
Director-General of the Independent Commission Against
Corruption, pointed out that “a society can only be
corruption-free if traits characteristics which underpin
integrity such as honesty, transparency, accountability,
fairness and so on are embraced as social norms”.
The CD which is a pedagogical tool relevant to the
cognitive, aesthetic and psychological needs of this age
group has been distributed in all primary schools of the
Republic of Mauritius. It focuses on core values such as
respect, responsibility, honesty, integrity, discipline,
amongst others. Value-frameworks act as a compass to
guide behaviour and character formation of children. It
is hoped that the value-based messages will help

To ensure effective dissemination and
practical application of the values and
principles, the ICAC will conduct
empowerment workshops for teachers of
Standard IV and V in collaboration with
the Ministry of Education and Human
Resources, Tertiary Education and
Scientific Research during Easter
vacation. This pedagogical tool is
expected to contribute significantly to
total development of our children for
responsible citizenship.

children develop regard for honesty, sense of
responsibility and self-discipline and respect for rule of
law through a myriad of activities especially designed for
upper primary school children. The contents include
ethical dilemmas, stories, value-based games, anticorruption poems, acronyms on values and an anticorruption pledge.
Some 500 persons comprising headmasters, presidents
of Parent Teachers’ Association, educators and pupils
participated in the function. The function also comprised
an anti-corruption show organised with the support of
secondary schools Integrity Clubs. It was an opportunity
for those young voices to express their desire for change
in attitude and the need for a better world where
integrity is the guiding principle of every human action.
It is crucial that parents and teachers realise their
important role in nurturing the young buds and providing
the right support so that the children put these values in
practice in their daily lives. Children also need a sense of
direction and guidance along with the right role models.
It is hoped that the value-based CD-ROM will pave the
way towards the development of the character of young
people and shape their destiny as responsible,
hardworking, patriotic and caring citizens.
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Sensitisation Workshops

Promoting a culture of integrity within the Police Force
Worldwide, policing has moved with time from a force to
a service, increasing the vulnerability of police officers
and making them the most exposed public officers. The
change has prompted the police forces all over the world
to lay more emphasis on police integrity, ethics and
interpersonal skills. The Strategic Policing Plan of the
Police Force in Mauritius is also aligned in the same
direction. Accordingly, the ICAC in collaboration with the
Mauritius Police Force organised a half-day workshop for
Station Managers on “Promoting a culture of integrity at
the level of the Mauritius Police Force” early this year.
Each police station in Mauritius is headed by a Station
Manager who ensures that local policing is responsive,
accountable and tailored to meet local needs while
safeguarding the integrity of operations, officers and the
Police Force.
The main objectives of the workshop were to trigger
reflections on potential corruption risks bearing in mind
the duties and responsibilities of Station Managers and
highlight the importance of the active engagement of
Station Managers in the fight against corruption through
the promotion of a culture of integrity.
The workshop essentially focused on corruption and
related issues, with special emphasis on the corruption
risks which Station Managers might be confronted with
in the execution of their functions. The issues that were
discussed related to mitigating such risks and enhance
integrity at the level of Police Stations. Emphasis was
also laid on the roles and responsibilities of Station
Managers in consolidating an anti-corruption culture at
the level of the Mauritius Police Force.
It is worth noting that the ICAC in collaboration with the
Police Training School regularly conducts empowerment
sessions and focus group discussions on police integrity

with all new recruits and promotional grades and also at
the request of Divisional Headquarters. The issues of
integrity and ethics will be the subject of discussion in
forthcoming workshops with officers of all grades.
Police integrity is being recognised as a fundamental
pillar to improve the quality of police leadership and
heightened standards. There is a general agreement that
we should commit ourselves to continue reinforcing
integrity in the Police Force. It is encouraging to note
that the police force readily reports attempts to bribe
police officers.
The Acting Director-General of the ICAC in his address
emphasised on corruption and various ethical issues that
Police Officers might face in the execution of their
duties. He also highlighted the fundamental roles that
Station Managers have to play in addressing such issues.
The Deputy Commissioner of Police and Chairperson of
the Anti-Corruption Committee of the Mauritius Police
Force highlighted the close collaboration between the
ICAC and the Police Force, as well as the initiatives
taken at the level of the Police Force to enhance police
ethics and integrity.

Empowering Councillors to take right decisions
Councillors are elected to lead urban and rural
development in Mauritius. In turn, the public has the
right to expect that the business of Local Authorities is
carried out efficiently and effectively.
In this endeavour, Councillors are called upon to adopt a
standard of professional behaviour that commands
public trust and confidence. The element of integrity
needs to cut across all their decisions. Besides, public
expectations require that all decisions taken at the level
of their Councils be in the public interest.
In line with the above, the ICAC in collaboration with
Local Authorities has taken several anti-corruption
initiatives to help Councillors in their decision making.
Some of these initiatives comprise the development of a
Code of Conduct for Councillors, a Charter on Integrity,
signing of an anti-corruption pledge by Councillors,
declaration of assets and the setting up of Ethics
Committees.

To reinforce capacity, the ICAC organised a half-day
workshop on the theme ‘Legal and ethical decision
making in Local Authorities’. Some 120 participants
comprising Mayors, Chairpersons of District Councils,
Chief Executives and Councillors attended the workshop.
The main aim of the workshop was to assist Councillors
in taking right decisions. The attention of participants
were drawn to the various corruption offences as laid
down in the Prevention of Corruption Act 2002 with
particular emphasis on Conflict of Interests and Traffic
d’Influence.
Participants were made to understand that decision
making has both a legal and an ethical implication. The
legal aspects are stipulated in appropriate legislations
such as the Local Government Act 2011 and Prevention
of Corruption Act 2002 while ethical considerations are
guided by personal and organisational values and the
Code of Conduct.
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Forthcoming Prevention & Education Activities
Anti-corruption education and corruption
prevention are never enough. They need to be
sustained with increasing efforts to address
the emerging challenges and evolving socioeconomic and cultural environment. Our focus
in the coming months will be on the artistic
dimension as viewed by the youth and on
integrity as a core principle/value in the fight
against corruption in the public sector. The
activities comprise an award ceremony for the
Anti-Corruption Short Film Competition, the
organisation of an On-the-Spot Drawing and
Painting Competition and the launching of two
anti-corruption materials namely a Public
Sector Integrity Management Toolkit and a
Best Practice Guide on Enhancing Integrity in
the Administration of State Secondary
Schools.
Award Ceremony for the Anti-Corruption Short Film
Competition
The award ceremony for the Anti-Corruption Short Film
Competition on the theme ‘Fighting corruption is
everybody’s social responsibility’ will be held on 20 May
2016 at ICAC Headquarters, Moka. The competition has
attracted 58 entries - 9 from the ‘Professional’ category
and 49 from the ‘Amateur’ category. To encourage a
level playing-field in terms of video production, ICAC
held a workshop on basic film-making techniques on
March 10, 2016 with Mr. Stephane Bellerose, Producer at
Eruption Studio acting as resource person. The main
objective of the competition is to enable participants to
reflect on corruption and related issues and convey anticorruption messages through short films. These films will

be assessed by a panel of experts in the field. Attractive
prizes will be offered to the winners, best script and best
actor in each category. The films may be subsequently
used as media support in the fight against corruption.

The organisation of an On-the-Spot Drawing and
Painting Competition
Some 200 members of the general public are expected
to participate in an ‘Anti-Corruption On-the-Spot Drawing
& Painting Competition’ on 11 June 2016 on the theme
‘‘Libre expression artistique pour une société sans
corruption” at the Municipal Council of Vacoas-Phoenix.
The competition is being organised jointly by the
Independent Commission Against Corruption and the
Municipal Council of Vacoas-Phoenix. Participants will
comprise mostly youth, representatives of NGOs and
CBOs, students, public officers and staff of the various
Municipal and District Councils. The main objectives of
the competition are to enable participants to express
their views and concerns on corruption through artistic
means and secure the involvement of the general public
in the national fight against corruption. The paintings will
add to the anti-corruption resource bank.

The Launching of a Best Practice Guide for Rectors
of State Secondary Schools
The launching of the Best Practice Guide on Enhancing
Integrity in the Administration of State Secondary
Schools and in the seven schools run under the aegis of
the Mahatma Gandhi Institute/Rabindranath Tagore
Institute Council is scheduled on 18 May 2016 at ICAC
Headquarters. The best practice guide has been
developed following a need expressed by rectors during
previous anti-corruption workshops and aims at ensuring
that adequate checks and balances exist within the
administration of secondary schools that guarantee
transparency, accountability and integrity. The guide is
expected to serve as a handy management tool for legal
and ethical decision-making for school administrators.

The Launching of an Integrity Management Toolkit
Following the designation and training of 128 senior
public officials to act as Integrity Officers, an Integrity
Management Toolkit has been produced by the ICAC
with inputs from the Integrity Officers. It is meant to
enhance their understanding of public sector corruption
and help them to take prompt actions to prevent
corruption and malpractices. The toolkit focuses on
public sector integrity and is meant to guide Integrity
Officers in fostering a culture of integrity in their
respective organisations. The backbone of this toolkit
remains the identification of integrity risks, development
and implementation of measures to mitigate these risks
and monitoring the Integrity Management Cycle for
effectiveness. The launching of the toolkit is scheduled
on 15 June 2016 at ICAC Headquarters, Moka.
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Anti-Corruption Course from the UNODC now available

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
is the guardian of the United Nations Convention against
Corruption (UNCAC), the first legally binding global anticorruption instrument, which came into force on 14
December 2005. The UNCAC covers five main areas: i.
prevention, ii. criminalization and law enforcement
measures, iii. international cooperation, iv. asset
recovery, and iv technical assistance and information
exchange. The UNCAC covers many different forms of
corruption, such as trading in influence, abuse of power,
and various acts of corruption in both the public and
private sectors.
As at 01 December 2015, 178 States were party to the
Convention while 140 States were signatories to the
UNCAC that requires the States that have ratified it to
prevent and criminalize corruption, promote international
cooperation, cooperate for the recovery of stolen assets
and enhance technical assistance and information
exchange.
The UNODC facilitates the ratification and
implementation of the Convention and supports States
through technical assistance, capacity building, legal
assistance, asset recovery and a wide array of tools,
guides and online resources.
The UNODC Global eLearning Programme launched a
new Anti-Corruption Course in its Learning Management
System on 2 February 2016. The course consists of two
eLearning modules namely, "Introduction to Anticorruption" and "Advanced Anti-corruption: Prevention of
Corruption".
This interactive course has been designed by experts
from the Corruption and Economic Crime Branch of
UNODC. It is meant for all stakeholders engaged in the
fight against corruption and it is recommended to every
citizen who has a moral and social responsibility to root

out corruption in all its forms. The objective of the
course is to improve the learners' understanding of the
provisions of the UNCAC.
The first eLearning module, "Introduction to AntiCorruption", provides an overview of the UNCAC. It is
meant to help learners better understand the meaning of
corruption and its socio-economic consequences. The
module further explains how UNCAC, as the only
universally accepted, comprehensive, legally binding
anti-corruption instrument, can provide a fundamental
legal framework for the global fight against corruption.
The second module, "Advanced Anti-Corruption:
Prevention of Corruption", provides learners with a more
thorough understanding of the various preventive
measures enshrined in chapter II of the UNCAC. The
different sections of the module explain, for instance,
anti-corruption measures in the procurement process,
conflict of interest regulations, the steps in the design of
anti-corruption programmes/strategies and judicial
integrity measures. The modules, which each take
between one and two hours to complete, entail a short
pre-test and post-training test to assess the increase in
learners’ knowledge. Learners will receive a certificate of
successful completion upon completion of each module.
The Anti-Corruption Course is available in the Public Area
of the UNODC eLearning Platform. It is good to note that
the Public Area of the learning management system also
contains other awareness raising modules that are
available to any registered users.
Any member of the general public can register for these
modules through the following link:
https://golearn.unodc.org.
For more information on the UNODC Global eLearning
Programme and courses available, you are invited to
visit: https://www.unodc.org/elearning//courses/
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Ebene, Mauritius, 15-17 March 2016

Mauritius Conference Resolution
Promotion of the contribution of young people in preventing
corruption and fostering a culture of respect and integrity

The Model Conference of the States Parties to the United Nations
Convention against Corruption,
Welcoming the adoption of the post-2015 development agenda,

entitled "Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development", and stressing the importance of Sustainable
Development Goal 16, which, inter alia, targets to substantially
reduce corruption and bribery in all forms,

4. Requests States parties and the United Nations to consider
establishing a youth conference to run in parallel to the Conference of
the States Parties to the United Nation Convention against Corruption,
and proposes that the young representatives of the small island
developing states come together one day in advance to discuss a
common position and issues relevant to these countries;

Bearing in mind that the United Nations Convention against

5. Encourages States parties to promote educational programmes at
all levels that foster a culture of respect and integrity, and teach
young people their rights and recommends them to promote
partnerships with the education sector to develop practice-oriented
and multidisciplinary anti-corruption training for young people, aimed
at sensitizing them to the phenomenon of corruption;

Noting that article 13, paragraph 1 (c), of the Convention requires

6. In this regard, also encourages States parties and relevant
international organisations to educate teachers and raise awareness
on the importance of promoting integrity and methods of teaching
anti-corruption;

Corruption, and in particular its chapter II, seeks to promote and
strengthen measures to prevent and combat corruption more
effectively,
States parties to undertake public information activities against
corruption, as well as public education programmes, including school
and university curricula,

Also noting, with respect to our parents, teachers and elders who

guide us, today’s youth are leaders of tomorrow, and highlighting the
need to take appropriate measures to promote a culture of respect
and integrity among young people, and the importance of their
involvement in anti-corruption efforts,

Recalling resolution 5/5 of the Conference of the States Parties to the
United Nations Convention against Corruption which invited States to
recognize the importance of the involvement of young people and
children as key actors in strengthening ethical behaviour, beginning
with the identification and adoption of values, principles and actions
that make it possible to build a fair and corruption-free society, in
accordance with the United Nations Convention against Corruption,

Also recalling resolution 6/9 of the Conference of the States Parties to
the United Nations Convention against Corruption, which calls for
measures to strengthen the implementation of the United Nations
Convention against Corruption in small island developing States,

Recognizing that education plays a fundamental role in the fight

against corruption, as it makes corrupt behaviour socially
unacceptable, helps strengthen individual ethical decision-making and
builds a culture of transparency at all levels of society,
In that regard, recalling resolution 6/10 of the Conference of the
States Parties to the United Nations Convention against Corruption,
which emphasizes the importance of education and training in the
context of anti-corruption,
1. Invites States parties to continue their efforts to foster a culture
that promotes respect, responsibility and integrity, to strengthen
preventive measures and to increase the level of citizen participation
in efforts to prevent corruption;
2. Further invites States parties to recognize the importance of the
involvement of young people as key actors in strengthening ethical
behaviour, beginning with the identification and adoption of values,
principles and actions that make it possible to build a fair, transparent
and accountable society;
3. Thanks the Independent Commission Against Corruption of
Mauritius for its initiative to organize the Model States Parties AntiCorruption Conference, and encourages other States parties to
engage in similar activities;

7. Recommends that relevant state institutions, such as anticorruption agencies, create anti-corruption internship programmes for
young people;
8. Notes with appreciation the efforts of many States parties,
including Mauritius, to raise awareness of corruption among young
people, and invites them to continue and strengthen such efforts,
including through face-to-face discussions; awareness raising
campaigns; mobile, online and computer games; and short film, public
speaking, art and poem competitions;
9. Invites States parties to use all new media and technologies to
maximize the outcomes in the fight against corruption in their efforts
to engage and educate young people, including awareness raising
campaigns and social networking websites where young people can
express their ideas and concerns;
10. Welcomes the work of civil society organizations in promoting
anti-corruption awareness among young people, and invites States
parties to promote the development and work of such organizations;
11. Invites schools to organize anti-corruption activities, including the
development or improvement of codes of conduct together with
students and teachers; establishment of integrity clubs; organization
of anti-corruption competitions; and promotion of the arts;
12. Commits to reinforce a culture of intolerance towards corruption
and endeavour to contribute towards putting an end to impunity for
acts of corruption, and invites all young people to join in this effort;
13. Encourages young people from different cultures to use
technology, share their research and diverse viewpoints to identify
anti-corruption strategies that succeed in an international context,
including, among others, the promotion of youth-led corruption
awareness campaigns and education, discussion blogs and community
projects;
14. Invites the media to talk about corruption in a manner
understandable for youth and create cartoons and comics for
awareness purposes;
15. Encourages the United Nations to strengthen collaboration at the
grass-root level with States parties and strengthen the fight against
corruption through the inclusion of young people at an early stage.
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